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March 17, 2020
Dear Colleagues,

In response to the announcements today that failed to address the needs of British
Columbia's youngest children, ECEBC Board of Directors is asking all early childhood
educators to respond to these uncertain times by referring to the ECEBC Code of
Ethics as their guide. As professionals working in a province that has been deemed
to be in a state of a health emergency, we are required to make difficult, but
ethical, decisions that serve the best interests of children and families.

In the absence of government action, moral courage is required. We are deeply
aware that many of you have been placed in stressful situations, with limited
choices and guidance. In order to protect the health and rights of children, our
most vulnerable community members, as well as the state of our health care
system, many of you have already taken a stand by choosing to close your
childcare centre, write letters to your MLAs, and take other stands of

resistance. We want to thank you for your leadership, and we encourage others to
speak and act.

We recognize that this is an unprecedented time. We are prepared to work with
government to address the childcare needs of essential workers. However, this
does not mean that we carry on as usual. As professionals, we do want to work in
consultation with government to meet the challenges that are facing our province.

Our priority will always be the health and well-being of children and ECEBC is
committed to supporting our early childhood educators. Please follow the_link to see
ECEBC's letter to Minister Dix, March 17,2020.

Standing Strong Together!

Violet Jessen- ECEBC Chair
Emily Gawlick- ECEBC Executive Director
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https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecebc.ca%2Fpdf%2FECEBC-COVID-19-Statement-2020-03-17.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cexecutive.director%40ecebc.ca%7C7f4d493a4cde46e8e1b908d7cafba911%7C8fea1fd8c86d4a42853710b37f571b45%7C0%7C1%7C637201054557773199&sdata=1WY3fC3QSomog39Lbsgyi5nGes6i5E70%2Bhkhd6Nd2Mk%3D&reserved=0

